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EYFS/KS1  
 

Tadpoles 
 

who achieved 
 

100% 
 

KS2 
 
 

Foxgloves 
 

who achieved 
 

99% 

Please check the 

Dates For Your 

Diary section for 

details of all the 

Christmas 

events taking 

place over the 

next week. 

                         Dear Parents and Carers 
 

     A warm welcome to the final newsletter of 2024! 
 

  Christmas certainly has kicked in, firstly with the PALMS CHRISTMAS FAIR last Friday after school. It 
was lovely to be part of this event and the whole afternoon had a lovely feel to it. Many thanks as always to 

PALMS and also to Year 6 with their Young Enterprise ideas. As ever, all the money raised goes back to your 

children. Thanks also to Santa and his elves for stopping by, we hope you are all on the ‘Good’ list this year. 

We then have been treated to the YEAR 1 and 2 CAROL CONCERT and EYFS NATIVITY. Nothing  

says Christmas more than carols and cute children with tea towels on their heads! We hope all the parents/

carers enjoyed the performance and that the children enjoyed performing, as well as wearing their XMAS 

JUMPERS yesterday. I however took a lot of abuse for mine for some reason! 

 
The news this week speaks of a "tidal wave" of FLU INFECTIONS which has led to a 70% increase in 

hospital cases in England in just seven days. Flu cases are currently highest among 5 to 14-year-olds, 

according to the UK Health Security Agency, but adult cases are expected to rise when schools and 

nurseries close. Cases of norovirus (the winter vomiting bug) and RSV (a common cause of coughs and 

colds, and a cause of chest infections in babies) are also on the rise.  NHS leaders have issued a warning that 

cases of flu, norovirus and respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) are increasing, with a rise in COVID-19 also 

expected. Vaccines work against the ‘quad-demic’ In fact, by getting vaccinated, you halve your risk of 

catching any of the four illnesses The NHS provides vaccinations against three of the four illnesses: flu, 

COVID-19 and, as of September this year, RSV. The new RSV vaccine was developed as the illness can prove 

to be extremely dangerous for young babies and older people, especially those with heart or lung conditions, 

according to the NHS. 

 
Don’t forget we have got our rebranded CHRISTMAS DASH to help us all get into the spirit whilst doing 

something active. This will take place on Monday 16th December 2024 with the first run starting at 

1:15pm. The run will take place around the school grounds, starting and finishing in the school hall, which will 

allow us to ensure the route is always clear and every child gets around the course and back to their classes 

safely. The course will involve children running on both the playground surface and a small part of the field 

which is likely to be wet and muddy so please plan accordingly. Parents are invited to attend and watch the 

children complete the run. Entry and exit to the school site will be through the MAIN GATE ONLY 

(Garthwaite Crescent). We welcome your support along the route to cheer all of the children on but you 

MUST keep the route clear for the runners and stay on the designated playground areas. Directions will be 

given on the day by staff and Year 6. Please help them to keep the route clear. 

 
ART AND WELL-BEING FOR YOUNG PEOPLE at Milton Keynes Arts Centre! These 10-week 

artist led workshop series are aimed at young people, ages 11-13 years old and 14-17 years old, in the Milton 

Keynes area who are experiencing mild-moderate mental health challenges such as anxiety, depression or 

social isolation. Each week participants will learn a new art technique. The activities will encourage an 

awareness and appreciation of art making to support wellbeing and offer a chance to meet like-minded 

people under the guidance of a professional artist. This workshop is pay what you can - starting from free - 

attendance by booking / referral. For 11-13 year olds - dates: Thursdays 16, 23, 30 January and 06, 13 

February 2025 - Time: 6:00pm-8:00pm - Sign up here:  https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/milton-keynes-arts-

centre/art-and-wellbeing-for-young-people-11-13-year-olds/e-kobmda. For 14-17 year olds - dates: Thursdays 

27 February and 06, 13, 20, 27 March 2025 - Time: 6:00pm-8:00pm - Sign up here:  https://

www.ticketsource.co.uk/milton-keynes-arts-centre/art-and-wellbeing-for-young-people-14-17-year-olds/e-

yelmgz. 

 
 

Our OPAL lunchtime journey goes from strength to strength with FREEDOM FRIDAY 6 taking place 

today with the introduction of DEN BUILDING and LOOSE PARTS play.  We are now on the look out 

for ITEMS FOR OUR SANDPITS. Do you have any BUCKETS and SPADES? Or things our children 

can play with in the sand? If you have some please drop these into our donation station asap. 

 
Finally this week, as per my email, some parents/carers have received letters regarding ATTENDANCE. If 

you received one regarding your child being PERSISTENTLY ABSENT, please ensure you have 

contacted Mrs Seaton ASAP. If you received a letter regarding a risk, you DO NOT need to take any 

action, this is for information only. Please be aware that the absence figure is calculated on AUTHORISED 

AND UNAUTHORISED absences. We are fully aware of illnesses and complications but have a duty to 

inform parents if their child's attendance drops below a certain level. The LOCAL AUTHORITY have 

also unfortunately had to issue FIXED PENALTY NOTICES to some parents for UNAUTHORISED   

LEAVE DURING TERM TIME. This will now be the case for parents/carers going forwards. 
 

         Have a peaceful weekend everyone.   
 

                 Mr Gray 

TTROCK Stars 

 Weekly class champions! 

KS1 

Sticklebacks 

KS2 

Bracken 
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School Term and Bank Holiday Dates 2024 / 2025 

Training days agreed to date: (on these days children do not come to school but staff do) 

Tuesday 3 September 2024 / Wednesday 4 September 2024 / Monday 6 January 2025 / Friday 4 April 2025 / Wednesday 23 July 2025 

Good Friday:    Friday 18 April 2025 

Easter Monday:    Monday 21 April 2025  May Day:  Monday 5 May 2025 

Autumn Term 2024 

Monday 9 December   Year 1/2 Carol Concert (9.15-9.45am) 

Tuesday 10 December   Year 1/2 Carol Concert (2.15-2.45pm) 

Thursday 12 December  Christmas Jumper Day 

Thursday 12 December  EYFS Christmas Performance (1.30-2.30pm) 

Friday 13 December   Year 6 Learning Fair 

Monday 16 December   PALMS Christmas Dash 

Tuesday 17 December   EYFS/KS1 Awards Assembly (9.10-10.10am) 

Tuesday 17 December   Year 3/4 Awards Assembly (2.15.3.15pm) 

Wednesday 18 December  Year 5/6 Awards Assembly (9.10-10.10am) 

Thursday 19 December  Party Day 

Friday 20 December   Last day of term 

Monday 6 January    INSET Day 

Term  Open morning of: Close at the end of afternoon session of: 

Autumn Term 2024 Thursday 5 September 2024 Friday 25 October 2024 

Monday 4 November 2024 Friday 20 December 2024 

Spring Term 2025 Tuesday 7 January 2025 Friday 14 February 2025 

Monday 24 February 2025 Thursday 3 April 2025 

Summer Term 2025 Tuesday 22 April 2025 Friday 23 May 2025 

Monday 2 June 2025 Tuesday 22 July 2025 



LMS Safeguarding 

Resources to support regulation, connection and rest during 

December (Beacon House) 

 

Beacon House have published a brilliant collection of resources 

specially designed by their therapists to support regulation, connection 

and rest during December. Take a look here:  

https://beaconhouse.org.uk/winter-resources/  

 

LMS Well-being 

 

 

 

https://beaconhouse.org.uk/winter-resources


Annabelle R, Cohen PLayla A, Eli B, 

Daniel N & Jessica Y for their 50 day 

maths streaks; Cohen P, Milly C, Diana 

M, Zac A-B, Alex D, Hania H, Martin C & 

Thomas E for their 50 day English 

streaks; Ivy M for her 100 day maths 

streak; Aakesh R for his 250 day maths 

streak; Amelia L & Wayne T for their 

365 day English streak; Naomi R for 

her 500 day maths streak and Hal T for 

his 1000 day English streak! 

 



 

Long Meadow Legends 

Tadpoles - Chloe for being so creative in drawing club. 

Minnows - Esmae for being Subitiser of the Week, Geovana for being an absolute superstar & 

settling in so well & Hasadi for settling in well and her fabulous Fred talk say the word. 

Sticklebacks - Dhiya for being a superstar & trying her best in all of her learning. 

Pondskaters - Daisy & Joaquim for their fabulous dance in PE. 

Newts - Jamal for working hard this week to manage distractions. 

Frogs - Robyn for her positive ‘I can do’ attitude towards her maths learning. 

Hogweed - Madison for always making great choices & following the rules. 

Bracken - Kyran for excellent descriptive writing. 

Foxgloves - Emily for working really hard & improving her TTRS rock status. 

Hawthorn - Lois for always completing her work with such pride. 

Ferns - Amy F for producing outstanding work on a regular basis. 

Thistles - Jessica Y for being such a lovely, kind & supportive class member. 

Brambles - Emily for demonstrating excellent resilience recently & Logan for always working 

hard, particularly when problem solving in maths. 

Teasels - Poppy for fantastic use of new watercolour skills. 

Teasels & Brambles for excellent ideas, resilience & drive for their Enterprise stalls at the Xmas 

Fair. 

Sports Person of the Week 

Lara H for always being fabulous and being ready to learn! She listens well and tries her best in 

everything, setting a great example of being a wonderful team player. 

Tommy F for his amazing creativity when learning about rhythmic gymnastics and for coming up with 

some great ideas of how to use the different equipment. 







 



 



 

 

 

Fabricated loose parts e.g. 

Astro turf off-cuts  

Boards, old cabinet doors, panels  

Bread, milk, bottle and grocery crates  

Briefcases  

Buggies, pushchairs  

Cable drums  

Carpet samples/squares  

Fabrics – all shapes and sizes  

Foam pipe covers and noodles  

Guttering 

Hoses 

Keyboards  

Metal pots, pans, trays etc, especially catering sizes  

Nets: fishing, cargo, football  

Office removal crates Tea Crates 

Old clothes, jackets, overalls, hats, bags  

Old household appliances, hoovers, fax machines, microwaves etc 

One-ton dumpy bags  

Pallets  

Phones  

Piping, gas, water and drainage  

Planks – decking 

Plastic road barriers  

Small wheely bins 

Steering wheels  

Suitcases  

Tarps  

Traffic Cones  

Tubes of all kinds  

Wooden block and off-cuts Carpenters, builders 



And Natural loose parts such as: 

Branches and sticks 

Fruit trees 

Grass Plants 

Leaves 

Logs  

Mud  

Pea gravel  

Peat  

Pinecones  

Play bark/woodchip  

Sand (washed dredged not ‘sharp’)  

Sea pebbles  

Shells  

Varied aggregates, slate, flint, clay  

Wood off-cuts  

 If you have or can help with any of these, please put them in the OPAL DONATION STATION in 
the main foyer, or speak to the school office. 














