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Year 4 Addition and Subtraction  
In Year 4, we move on to adding and subtracting 4-digit numbers.  As the numbers get larger, we must make sure we are 
using suitable strategies to check our answers.  We can then apply these methods to solve 2-step problems (problems 
where we need to do two calculations).      
Builds from Year 3: 
Column addition and subtraction. 
Use the inverse operation. 
 
 

This year: 
Add and subtract numbers with up to 4 
digits. 
Estimate and use the inverse to check.  
Two-step problems involving addition 
and subtraction. 

Leads to Year 5: 
Develop mental addition and subtraction 
strategies. 
Use column addition and subtraction with 
decimals 
Multi-step problems involving addition and 
subtraction. 

Addition and Subtraction Methods 

Add 4-digit numbers  
 

Subtract 4-digit numbers 

 

Estimate Answers Checking Strategies  
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