
Traditional Songs and Rhymes 

Children have been singing traditional songs for hundreds of 

years. Clapping and skipping rhymes were very popular.  

 

 

 

What clapping or skipping songs do you know?  

 

 

    

 

     

    

    

Vocabulary 

Words Meaning 

 

Canon 

 

 

Melody 

 

Pitch 

 

Pulse 

 

Rhythm 

 

Tempo 

 

Unison 

 

When you sing the same song starting at 

different points.  

 

Melody is the tune in the music. 

 

How high or low the notes or sounds are. 

 

The steady timing of a piece of music. 

 

A pattern of notes or sounds. 

 

How fast or slow a piece of music is. 

 

When you all sing at the same time. 

Key Knowledge 

  

• Sing in tune from memory with 

accurate pitch.  

• Sing a simple part within a group, with 

an awareness of others. 

• Sing the words in a song clearly.  

• Show control of my voice. 

Singing in a Canon 
Have a go at singing these songs in a canon. One person 

starts and then another starts at the end of the first phrase. 

Harmony is created. You can have 3 or 4 people singing at 

different places in the song when you get really good at this. 

Frere Jacques 

London’s Burning 

Row, Row, Row Your Boat 

Three Blind Mice 

YEAR 3 

AUTUMN 1 
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Vocabulary  

Words Meaning 

 

Beat/Pulse 

 

Chants 

 

Duration 

 

Note 

 

Ostinato 

 

Rest 

 

Rhythm 

 

Texture 

 

The steady timing of a piece of music. 

 

Words spoken in a rhythm. 

 

The length of time a note is held or played for. 

 

A symbol for a musical sound. 

 

Repeated musical patterns. 
 

A musical silence.  
 

A pattern of long and short notes. 

 

How layers of sound interact 

Key Knowledge 

  

• To play and perform solo and in groups, us ing 

voice and playing instruments. 

• To perform with increasing accuracy, control and 

expression. 

• To understand and explore duration and texture. 

• To use and understand musical notation 

• To listen with attention to detail and recall sounds 

with increasing accuracy 

• To play musical instruments with increasing control 

and accuracy. 

 

Musical Notation 

                              
            TA                              Te – Te                    ‘sh’ - Rest 

Musical Instruments 

Body Percussion 

Un-tuned Percussion Instruments     
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