
Railways 

 

Key vocabulary  

locomotive ‘Moving en-

gine’. A vehicle that moves 

using its own power.  

nationalised Under the gov-

ernment’s control and man-

agement.  

passenger A person riding in 

a vehicle.  

privatised Run by individual, 

private companies.  

HISTORY    Year 2 ~ Autumn 1 

I can tell you about the impact in the local area  
of the railways. 

Before: Transport since 1960                      Now: Changes in the local area—Railways                                  Next: The Battle of Britain                                                                                

Wolverton 
Works 

This was the World’s first long distance intercity high speed railway.  

1698 Thomas Savery invented and made one of the first steam engines. 

1807 The first passenger railway opened in South Wales. Horses pulled carriages along tracks. 

1923 Sir Nigel Gresley built The Flying Scotsman. The first steam locomotive to travel non-stop 
from London to Edinburgh. 

1825 The first passenger-carrying railway line was the Stockton to Darlington line built by George 
Stephenson. 

1829 George Stephenson built The Rocket 

1938 The Mallard by Sir Nigel Gresley 
Broke the world record in 1938 for the fastest ever steam locomotive – 126mph. 

1838 17th September 1838 - Wolverton Works opened 

1842 Home to the Royal Train vehicles 

by 1907 Wolverton Works was the largest railway building and repair works in Britain.  

1914 The government took control of all British railways and continued to manage them until 1921 

1914 Wolverton Works began building Ambulance Trains and manufacturing ammunition.  

1923 All railways were grouped into four main companies: • Great Western Railway • London, 
Midland & Scottish Railway • London & North Eastern Railway • Southern Railway 

1960  The Evening Star by RA Riddles.  The last steam locomotive for British Railway. 

1939 Wolverton Works began building gliders, repairing aircraft and converting lorries into 
mobile Army workshops. 

1948 All railways were nationalised and the Big Four companies were merged to form British Rail. 

1994- 
1997 

British Rail was privatised over three years and has been run by separate companies ever 
since 



The Great Fire of London HISTORY    Year 2 ~ Spring 2 

Before:  Flight                                                                     Now: The Great Fire of London                                    Next:  Queen Victoria                                                                                 



 

 

 

HISTORY    Year 2 ~ Summer 2 

I can tell you about the lives of significant people. Mary Seacole, Edith Cavell and Florence Nightingale. 

Before: Sir David Attenborough                         Now: Lives of significant people                                  Next: Queen Victoria                                                                            

Lives of Significant People 

Crimean 
War 

1853-1856 

A war between Russia and 
the allies (Britain, France, 
Turkey and Sardinia. 

WWI 1914-1918 

The first World War. 

The allies were Britain, 
France, Russia and the USA. 

allies Countries that join together 
to fight an enemy. 

treason The crime of betraying your 
country by helping an enemy. 

Jamaica In the continent of North 
America, Jamaica is a large 
island in the Caribbean Sea. 

nurse A person trained to care for 
the sick or infirm,  especially 
in a hospital. 


