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                       Dear Parents and Carers 
     
     You may have seen in the news this week the national uproar regarding the recent Year 6 SATs reading paper and its 
   impact upon the children who took it. In school we also found this to be the case, not the fact that the children found it 

 hard, but more that the sheer volume of reading they had to do was overwhelming. Research online states that, if the 
children read at the standard words per minute rate for their age, once they had read all the text they would have had 25 
seconds to complete each question and turn pages! This is not acceptable in my eyes. On a positive note, I am so #Proud 
of all the children in Year 2 and 6 who have taken the tests, and also of the amazing staff, right across the school, who take 

the pressure off the children, providing a caring, supportive atmosphere in which children are only asked to do their best. I 
would not want it any other way. 
 

This week we are honoured to have had a huge working party from SANTANDER arrive with us to work with Mr Roe 

to develop our Secret Garden. They were amazing and have transformed the area and completed things that Mr Roe on 
his own would have taken years to finish. They travelled from all over the country to support us and we could not have 
asked for more so thank you SANTANDER  for your support. We always welcome corporate support like this ð does 

your company do something similar? We have lots of things we would love to do so please let us know if you can help! 
Please also donõt forget we are still on the lookout for  LARGE UNWANTED POTS for planting out herbs and 
flowers around the school, especially in the new sensory garden.  
 

Thank you to everyone that was able to support  PALS  with their BAG2SCHOOL  initiative this week ñ I am pleased 
to announce that you help raised £250 for the school and PALS wanted to thank you for your donations. They will be 
running the same event in the near future, so start sorting your unwanted things! 
 

WALK TO SCHOOL WEEK has been a huge success with so many parents, carers and children walking, scooting or 

cycling to school. There has been a distinct drop in the number of cars outside school (and the associated road rage) as 
well as lots of smiling faces as the children chatted with the adults and their friends. Now the weather is hopefully taking a 
turn for the better, there is no better way to keep fit, reduce pollution and spend time with your children. I am pleased to 

announce that across the school this week we completed 1211 journeys either walking, cycling or scooting! Can we keep 
this up when itõs not Walk To School week? 
 

I was honoured to join YEAR 3 on their residential at CALDECOTTE  last week. With an educational landscape that is 

ever changing, it warmed my heart to see the children and staff having such an amazing time together. The two days were 
filled with great activities including rock climbing, canoeing on the lake, archery and team dynamics. We were also lucky to 
have the Fire Master (Mr Roe) with us and we had an amazing campfire with marshmallows and biscuits. The children 

really enjoyed staying over and eventually went to sleep! Thanks to all the staff gave up their time to 
make this happen. Please also see some photos further on in this newsletter. 
 

You may have noticed that Luke, our resident artist, was back in school this week, painting an amazing 
MURAL on the side of the KS2 cycle shelter ð but did you know this is actually Amelie's winning 

Walk with Wildlife design that we entered for a national competition? We think it looks amazing and it 
definitely made her mum cry (again!). Luke is also available for corporate and residential work and he 
can be found at www.chibacreative.com and on Instagram at lukemcdonnellart. Go check him out. He 

will be back over the next few weeks transforming our KS2 corridor in Wood End! 
 

YEAR 5 presented their LEARNING FAIR this week and what a great afternoon it was! There was so much to see, do, 
hear and taste! They were a great credit to the school and I hope that all the parents and carers had a great time seeing 

how the children can articulate their learning. It was a very #Proud moment. Please check out our Twitter feed and see  
the photos further on in this newsletter 
 

MK CITY COUNCIL are asking for feedback form any families that have children/young people with SPECIAL  

EDUCATIONAL NEEDS and DISABILITIES. They want to know what works well for you and what can be 
improved. Also, if you complete the survey you will be entered into a prize draw to win a £50 Amazon voucher. The 
survey can be found at: https://forms.office.com/e/UeY1Y02R70 and closes at 5pm on Wednesday 24th May. 
 

We did highlight this a while ago but FIVEDINNERS.COM is once again offering FREE lifetime membership! We know 

how hard times are at the moment so the folks at FiveDinners.com ð online meal planning service - have decided to give 
away FREE lifetime memberships to try and help you save money on food shopping and reduce the mental load of 
deciding what to eat every night. Thereõs no catch or restrictions, simply full access to their meal plans to make your 

dinnertimes a little easier and cheaper. FiveDinners.com is an online meal planning service co-founded by author and TV 
chef, Theo Michaels. To help with the cost of living crisis so many families and individuals are facing Theo has decided to 
offer their meal planning service for FREE (usually £49.99 per year); every week they publish a new meal plan with an 

automatically generated shopping list, set to your serving size so you know exactly what you need for the week ahead. It 
saves you time, money on food shopping and ultimately takes away the headache of deciding what to cook every night. 
You can even create and save your own meal plans choosing from hundreds of recipes. Simply head to https://

FiveDinners.com and click the green Join button now. 
 

Finally this week, in preparation for next half term, I would like to remind parents of things they may need to get ready for 
the CHILDREN GOING ON THE SCHOOL FIELD at lunchtimes. Firstly, please ensure you apply SUNCREAM 

(all day versions) before your child comes to school and secondly, if your child suffers from HAYFEVER , that you 
administer 24 hour medication before school. Thanks in advance for your co-operation. 
 

 Have a smashing weekend and enjoy your family time. 
 

     Mr Gray 

 
 

 

 

 Our weekly attendance 

trophy winners wereé 

 

EYFS/KS1  

Sticklebacks  
who achieved 

99.3% 
 

KS2 

Brambles  
who achieved 

99% 

 

 

 

SAVE THE 

DATE.  

As part of their 

Summer 

fundraising, PALS 

are holding a non 

uniform day on 

Friday 16th June. 

This will be in 

return for a 

donation for the 

fete. 

https://forms.office.com/e/UeY1Y02R70
https://FiveDinners.com
https://FiveDinners.com
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.longviewprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/school-attendance1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://lebw.dromieh.top/c/attendance-register-clip-art/&h=387&w=500&tbnid=8CvpB7BXe67T1M:&docid=myY-rmYfGWjb_M&ei=2eTzVrqF


 

Long Meadow Legends  

Minnows -  Usman  

Tadpoles -  Giulia 

Pondskaters -  Summer & Iclal  

Sticklebacks -  Layla 

Newts -  Joshua K  

Frogs -  Alice 

Bracken -  Zoe 

Hogweed -  Sunshine 

Foxgloves -  Katrina 

Hawthorn -  Poppy  

Ferns -  Ruby 

Thistles -  Olivia 

Brambles -  Josiah 

Teasels -  Maddox  
 

Congratulations to the following children for achieving a  

Doodle streak this week:  

Maaria C for her 100 day maths streak; Diana M & Enrico P for their 250 day maths streak; 

Hrishikesh D, Nevaeh H & Ife B for their 365 day maths streak and Nevaeh H & Ife B for 

their 365 day English streak!  

 

 Well done!  
 

Sports Person of the Week  

Cerys, in Year 5! She has been a superstar this week in all PE lessons. She has shown an improved engagement and 

attitude to lessons being focused and trying her best in every lesson. She was able to remember and demonstrate our 

'seesaw and seatbelt' technique to bowl towards the stumps in cricket.  



LMS Parent and Carer Well-being 

MK Talking Therapies 

Milton Keynes Talking Therapies is part of the national Improving Access to 

Psychological Therapies (IAPT) programme.  

 

This is a free, confidential NHS service providing talking therapies for low 

mood or depression and anxiety difficulties. They offer a range of evidence 

based talking therapies which are delivered by trained NHS professionals.  

 

There is a range of talking therapies for common mental health problems, like 

anxiety and depression, which one in four of us will experience in our lives. 

 

They have a wide selection of pre-recorded webinars available at your 

convenience. Led by their highly-trained NHS practitioners, each webinar 

focuses on a different topic designed to improve your mental wellbeing. This is 

a fast, accessible and easy way to access mental health support in your own 

time. These, plus a whole raft of resources, can be found at: 

 

https://mktalkingtherapies.nhs.uk/about-us/wellbeing-webinars 

LMS Safeguarding  

Shout 85258  

Shout is the UK's first and only free, confidential, 24/7 text messaging support service for anyone who is struggling to 

cope. Since May 2019 theyõve had more than 1.7 million conversations with people who are anxious, stressed, 

depressed, suicidal or overwhelmed and who need in-the-moment support.  

To start a conversation, text the word 'SHOUT' to 85258. Their trained volunteers are there to listen at any time 

of day or night, and messages won't appear on your phone bill.  

Once you text them youõll receive four automated messages before you are connected to one of their empathetic 

Shout Volunteers. The volunteer will introduce themselves and ask you to share a bit more about whatõs bothering 

you. This might include feeling anxious, having relationship problems, addiction, depression, bullying, self-harm and 

suicide. You will text back and forth and share what you feel comfortable with.  

The goal of the conversation is to help you reach a calm and safe place, with a plan of how to support yourself going 

forwards. As well as listening without judgement, their volunteers may provide you with further resources or tools to 

help you get more expert support. As the conversation comes to a close they encourage you to reflect on the 

thoughts, feelings and experiences you've explored, how you want things to be and how you may be able to get there. 

You'll be safe in the knowledge that if you're in distress again and struggling to cope that they are there 24/7. 

Conversations tend to last around 45-60 minutes.  

https://mktalkingtherapies.nhs.uk/about-us/wellbeing-webinars




Year 3 trip to 

Caldecotte 


