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           Dear Parents and Carers 

       This week, we were told, started with ‘Blue Monday’, allegedly the most depressing day of the year. 

  However, once again, the power of social media has created something out of something else. Blue Monday 

was originally dreamed up by psychologist Dr Cliff Arnall in 2004. He devised the formula for the bleakest 

day to help a travel company sell holidays, but now the reverse psychology tells us something else. We teach 

the children to not believe everything they read, this proves the point. 

 

The week started in such a lovely way with BISCUITS AND BOOKS for this term taking place. Once 

again it was so nice seeing so many parents and carers sharing the love of reading with their children and 

their friends. There was again a huge take up so thank you for making it so special. Our next session will be 

towards the end of the school day, to give those parents/carers who may not be able to make the morning 

session a chance to share the love of a book.  

 

On Friday 27th January, the SCHOOL COUNCIL will be holding their FUNDRAISING DAY to raise 

money for new football goals on the playgrounds (both KS1 and KS2!) This was decided by them following 

discussions in class and then a group discussion at their meeting. Children can wear NON-UNIFORM on 

this day for a suggested donation of £1-£2. Please see the details sent out recently of how to pay online! 

 

Once again DOODLE are running their BACK TO SCHOOL COMPETITION. By taking part, children 
will be incentivised to complete their 10 minutes of daily Doodling, helping to fill gaps in their knowledge and 

prevent learning loss. Plus, they can earn a virtual back-to-school badge, a brand-new reward designed to 

promote healthy learning habits and celebrate their hard work! Over 60% of pupils who achieve a 7-day 

streak in Doodle go on to achieve a 14-day streak – and if children use Doodle for 10 minutes a day for 30 

days, that’s an additional five hours of learning. After 2nd February, they will count up the percentage of 

children in the class who were in the green zone during this time. The class with the highest % of pupils in 

the green zone will win a bundle of educational games worth £50  each month! To take part, encourage your 

child to be working in the green zone (achieving their target number of stars) for 14 consecutive days from  

20th January until 2nd February. All classes in Years 1-6 have already been registered – good luck! 

 

We are pleased to support MK SEND INFORMATION DAY 2023 which will take place on Saturday 

5th February at The Ridgeway Centre, Featherstone Road, Wolverton, MK12 5TH. This year the theme is: 

Let’s talk SEND - your personal journey. MK SENDIAS Service and PACA MK (Parent Carer Forum) are 

jointly hosting this event for parents and carers of children and young people with a special educational need 

or disability, aged 0 - 25yrs. Please note this event is open to families who live in Milton 

Keynes. Professionals are welcome to join. Please book your tickets via Eventbrite Milton Keynes SEND 

Information Day 2023 Registration For more information please visit SEND Information Day 2023. 

 

The RE-USE COMMUNTIY PROJECT CIC is a community-based initiative that encourages the reuse 

of items that are no longer required, but that are still in good condition and that could be used by others. All 

profit made from the resale of goods is used to help to various local charitable organisations and causes. 

Their aim is simple – to alleviate poverty, reduce waste and tackle the cost of living crisis. They also work 

closely with the council and other local agencies to help those who are supported by key workers, by 

providing priority household items that may be unobtainable due to circumstances beyond their control. Key 

workers may include Social Workers, Probation Officers, Health Visitors. For those households that are not 

supported by key workers but are in receipt of benefits, they can provide a discount on furniture and white 

goods. 16 Burners Lane, Kiln Farm, MK11 3HB reusemk@btconnect.com, 01908 261010. 

 

It is lovely to see the LMS larder is being used, remember to donate if you can! For other local support 

please see: https://shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk/community-engagement/ for details of the local community 

fridge and larder. 

 

You may have seen recent news about the possible STRIKE ACTION in schools at the end of this month. 

As a school, we are working with teachers to try and plan for strike action, if any, and to ensure that we 

keep the school, or as much of the school as we can, open. As soon as I have any further updates I will let 

you know. 

 

Last night, Miss Devlin took her merry band of “JAZZ HANDERS” to perform at the O2 as part 

of this year’s YOUNG VOICES! This is an amazing  experience – full details will be in next week’s 

newsletter! 

   

 Have an amazing weekend and make use of every second of your family time.  

            

       Mr Gray 

 

 

 

 

Our weekly attendance 

trophy winners were... 

EYFS/KS1  

NEWTS 

who achieved 

97.7% 

KS2 

Will be 

announced on 

Monday 
 

 
 

 
 

We still need your 

help! We still need 

more MIDDAY 

SUPERVISORS to 

support our children 

at lunchtimes! Can 

you be someone to 

make that difference. 

For more information, 

please contact the 

SCHOOL OFFICE 

as soon as possible. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/milton-keynes-send-information-day-2023-registration-465035893877
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/milton-keynes-send-information-day-2023-registration-465035893877
https://www.mksendinfoday.co.uk
https://shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk/community-engagement/
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.longviewprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/school-attendance1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://lebw.dromieh.top/c/attendance-register-clip-art/&h=387&w=500&tbnid=8CvpB7BXe67T1M:&docid=myY-rmYfGWjb_M&ei=2eTzVrqF


 

Long Meadow Legends 

Tadpoles - La’Miah 

Minnows - Harper 

Sticklebacks - Reggie 

Pondskaters - Owen 

Newts - Grace 

Frogs - Ryan 

 

All KS2 Legends will be announced in next week’s newsletter 

 
Congratulations to the following children for achieving a Doodle streak this 

week: 

 

Isla C & Ruby C for achieving their 50 day Maths streak; Ife B & Hrishikesh D 

for their 250 day streak; Georgette for 365 days; Kadmiel for his 500 day 

streak; Aiden A for his 100 day English streak and Emily C for her 365 day 

streak! 

 

Well done! 

 

Sports Person of the Week 

()  

#PROUD 



LMS Parent and Carer Well-being 

Reading at home with your child 

Did you know...reading at home with your child  has astonishing benefits for children:  

• comfort and reassurance  

• confidence and security 

• relaxation 

• happiness and fun. 

Giving a child time and full attention when reading them a story tells them they matter. It builds self-esteem 

and vocabulary, feeds imagination and even improves their sleeping patterns.  

Numerous pieces of research conducted and commissioned by BookTrust have discovered the profound 

benefits of reading for a child’s development. One study details the effects of reading on later literacy skills, 

facilitating social interaction between adults and children, and encouraging children to engage with the world 

around them. It also states how reading can be a ‘stable source of information’ throughout a child’s life. This 

stability allows them to access text in a constant fashion and can be especially beneficial for children growing 

up in challenging circumstances.  

Research shows that children who read three times a week outside of school make most progress. We believe 

that parents play a vital role in helping their child learn to read. Home is the ideal setting to share books with 

individuals. 

Keep it fun. When they love what they read, they’ll naturally be drawn to it. You can also stop when they get 

bored or distracted, you don’t need to read all the way to the end of the book.  

Have books around the house. Research has shown that children who are surrounded by books at home are 

more likely to love reading and to also have larger vocabularies and improved comprehension. Borrowing 

regularly from your local library is also great way to have lots of books around without the expense.  

  

 

LMS Safeguarding   

County Lines  

Children of all ages and backgrounds are at risk of being exploited by criminal gangs who’ll use them to 

transport drugs and money around the country. Understand what county lines is and the signs to look out 

for: 

• A child is ‘groomed’ by a criminal gang, then exploited to transport drugs and money from one area 

(county) to another – usually from an urban location to a rural or coastal one.  

• Grooming can happen in person, or online on social media apps like Snapchat  

• The child may be trafficked to the gang’s ‘trap houses’ or ‘bandos’ miles away from home, to find 

‘customers’, deal with rival gangs and sell drugs  

• The child is likely to face violence and sexual exploitation  

• The ‘lines’ refer to the dedicated mobile phone lines that gangs use for selling drugs 

 

Look at the attached parent fact sheet to see the risk that this poses to your children and 

where to get help.  








