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Dear Parents and Carers
Today we offered the opportunity for children and staff to participate in JEANS FOR GENES DAY, to raise
money to support children and families affected by a genetic condition. The campaign raises awareness of the daily
challenges faced by those living with such a condition. The money we have raised today will help fund projects that
make a tangible difference to the lives of these affected families. 1 in 25 children – on average one child per
classroom - has a genetic condition that makes their life very challenging. Jeans for Genes works with schools,
companies and individuals all over the UK to help offer services and support for the children and their families
affected by genetic conditions. Together, through fund and awareness raising, we can help make a real difference
to their lives.
It has been so lovely seeing our EARLY YEARS children (and families) settling in so well to our LMS family. It
always amazes me how well the children pick up the routines. It’s like they have been here forever!
Today I am pleased to announce the return of BISCUITS AND BOOKS. For those of you new to this event,
parents/carers or another family member can come into school from 8.40-8.55 to read with their child/grandchild/
niece/nephew and biscuits are provided! It was previously a huge success and we are planning to hold one once
each half term, each on a different day of the week to accommodate varying family working patterns. So, for now,
please save the date of our first one which will be on Wednesday 2nd November.
Once again this year, as part of our HARVEST FESTIVAL celebrations, we are asking for your help in
providing items for our collection which will form part of our donation to the FOOD BANK in Milton Keynes.
This charity supports local families in crisis by providing food parcels containing essential food supplies at a time
when they need them most, covering the days, or sometimes weeks, before other parts of the social care
infrastructure can come into play. Please leave any donations on the labelled table in the school foyer. The closing
date for donations is Wednesday 19th October in the morning.
RARING2GO magazine & website state they are the go-to guide for parents with children aged 0-11years,
sharing great ideas of what to do and where to go for families during out of school hours, after school, weekends,
school holidays. You can find their free digital magazine at https://magazines.raring2go.co.uk/miltonkeynes/
autumn2022/.
MKET are participating in the LEARN TO PLAY ‘22 event this year, and are offering a FREE music taster lesson
to anyone interested. Please see their letter with all the details further on in the newsletter.
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It has been lovely seeing the excitement when a class wins the WEEKLY ATTENDANCE TROPHY for the
best attendance that week. This is all part of our latest ATTENDANCE POLICY which we sent out recently
and that can be found on our school website. We hope you have all taken the time to read it. Regular school
attendance is essential if a child is to make the most of the educational opportunities available to them. We take
seriously our responsibility to monitor and promote the regular attendance of all of our pupils. Irregular
attendance seriously disrupts continuity of learning and undermines educational progress, leading to
underachievement and attainment, impeding a child’s ability to develop friendships.
A few weeks in is also a good time to send parents/carers some KEY REMINDERS. Firstly, with the changing
weather, please make sure children have appropriate coats and outdoor clothing and that everything is labelled.
Secondly, if you wish to provide your child with a snack for breaktime, this should be a healthy snack. We are also
seeing an increasing number of large headbands worn by children in school, unfortunately some are now far too
big. Finally, please remember that jewellery (apart from single ear studs) is not permitted; this also means no nail
varnish I'm afraid! In the playgrounds at LMS , we request that parents do not use their mobiles phones as this
reduces parental concentration on their children but is also a safeguarding risk . Due to this, we politely request
that all phone calls all are finished before entering the school site. Thanks in advance for your support.
Your children should already have been told about the DOODLE BACK-TO-SCHOOL COMPETITION
that is up and running. Children should try to be working in the green zone (achieving their target number of
stars) for 14 consecutive days from 23rd September until 6th October. If your child is in the green zone on 30th
September and 6th October, they'll automatically unlock a VIRTUAL back-to-school badge! Good luck everyone!
Finally this week, please don’t forget to check your child's class LOST PROPERTY box; unclaimed items by the
end of Friday are put into the general lost property box which is labelled in the foyer.
I am so #PROUD to lead this school – enjoy your family time this weekend.
Mr Gray

Please see lots
of local groups
and events
advertised
further on in this
newsletter, this
week includes
free music
sessions!

Long Meadow Legends
Tadpoles - Thomas

Minnows - Daisy
Pondskaters - Kyran
Sticklebacks - Noah
Frogs - Emily
Newts - Freddie
Hogweed - Felicia
Bracken - Whole Class

Foxgloves - Fatimah
Hawthorn - Thomas
Thistles - Scarlet
Ferns - Gabriel
Brambles - Teddy
Teasels - Zach
A special mention to Alice A & Shenley A for achieving their 365 day Doodle Maths streak
and Harry G for achieving 500 days!
Well done to Emily C for achieving her 250 day Doodle English streak.

Sports Person of the Week
Blessing (Teasels)
#PROUD

LMS Parent and Carer Well-being

‘Supporting families as well as the children in our care’
Raising mental health awareness has never mattered more, particularly since lockdown our local mental
health services have seen a large increase in demand. Mind BLMK charity offers a wide range of mental
health services in the local communities of Milton Keynes, Bedfordshire and Luton.
Mind BLMK are an independent branch of the national charity MIND and are responsible for raising
their own funds in the local community. This amazing charity has been supporting our community for
over 40 years and they offer support in many ways, not just counselling. All their services are accessible
via their website and include Peer Support which brings together people of similar lived experiences to
provide emotional or social support. Mind Matters is a discussion group which offers a safe
environment to discuss issues relating to mental health. There is also a Mentoring service that provides
one to one support to help people achieve their goals. They offer many more services which you can
Find out more information about here:
https://www.mind-blmk.org.uk/how-we-can-help/milton-keynes/

LMS Safeguarding

‘Helping parents and carers keep their children safe at home’
This week we wanted to focus on an old favourite, FORTNITE, and a new game on the scene,
POPPY PLAYTIME. Please see the attached FORTNITE parent factsheet in which concerns
such as communications between players, in-games purchases, and the game’s addictive nature
are all covered. POPPY PLAYTIME however has been described by some users as an
“introduction to horror”. Videos, versions of the game, and associated material are becoming
increasingly popular on YouTube, Roblox, and other platforms used by young children. Poppy
Playtime features frightening images and themes that are paired with child-friendly items. This
may be especially upsetting to children who have not yet developed the resilience to deal with
disturbing content. Risks identified are added anxiety and stress (children aren't mature
enough), intrusive thoughts (Huggy Wuggy may replace a traditional ‘Boogeyman’), and new
fears (the manipulation of child friendly items into threatening character). The full parent
overview can be found here:
https://oursaferschools.co.uk/2021/12/03/poppy-playtime-online-safety-review/

